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About the Walks

The walks have been graded into four categories

% Easy
Short walks generally fairly level going on well surfaced routes.
% \oderate

Longer walks with some gradients and generally on well surfaced
routes.

444 \oderate/Difficult

Some off road walking. Good footwear recommended.

AAAR Difficult

This only applies to Walk 20, a long walk only suitable for more
experienced walkers correctly equipped.

For those looking for a longer walk it is possible to combine some
walks. These are numbers 10 and 11, 12 and 13, 18 and 20,
and 24 and 25.

Disclaimer Note: The maps used in this guide are taken from the original
publication, published in 2000. Use of these maps is at your own risk. Bear in
mind that the countryside is continually changing. This is especially true of forest
areas, mainly due to the clearfelling programme. In the forests some of the
footpaths may also change, either upgraded as funds become available or
re-routed to overcome upkeep problems and reduce costs. These routes are not
waymarked but should be by the summer of 2007. Metal barriers may well be
repositioned or even removed.

A new edition of the book, ‘25 Walks in Fermanagh’ will be
coming out in the near future.

please follow the principles of
Leave No Trace

Plan ahead and prepare
Travel and camp on durable surfaces
Dispose of waste properly
Leave what you find
Minimise campfire impacts
Respect Wildlife

Be considerate of other visitors




Useful Information

This walking guide was commissioned by Fermanagh District
Council who own the copyright of the text, maps, and associated
photographs. Ordnance Survey Northern Ireland 1:50,000
Discoverer map series sheets 12, 17, 18, 26 & 27 cover the area
of Co. Fermanagh.

The walks have been devised so that people of different walking
abilities should find a number of the walks suit their ability.

For specific queries regarding this publication or more general
enquiries about access to the countryside and walking in
Fermanagh contact:

Brian Hegarty, Environment Officer, Fermanagh District Council
Townhall, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh BT74 7BA

Tel: 028 6632 5050 Fax: 028 6632 2024

Email: brian.hegarty@fermanagh.gov.uk

www.fermanagh.gov.uk

TOURIST INFORMATION

Fermanagh Tourist Information Centre, Wellington Road
Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. Tel: 028 6632 3110
www.findfermanagh.com

Map of County Fermanagh showing the geographical spread of the walks
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Castle Coole

Afternoon Tea with the Earls

WALK ONE

Castle Coole Fact File

Distance 4.8km Grade Easy *3
Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish This walk is through the grounds of Castle Coole
estate, a National Trust property on the eastern fringes of
Enniskillen. Parking area a few hundred metres in the avenue
(GR H 245 431) on A4 road to Belfast. Estate grounds open to
pedestrians all year round from dawn to dusk. No admission
charge — donation box available.

Terrain Easy grade walk mostly on tarmac or concrete roads,
public footpath and surfaced woodland path. Gentle gradient for
most of walk. No special footwear required.

Maps O.S.N.| Fermanagh Lakeland — on both Upper Lough Erne
and Lower Lough Erne maps - 1:25000 scale.
Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 18 — Enniskillen — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Toilets, parking, Visitor Centre, tea rooms, and coach
park. Grounds open all year round.
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Things to see

Castle Coole

Nestling in extensive wooded grounds on the eastern fringe
of Enniskillen, Castle Coole provides an escape to the
country for locals and visitors alike. Within the estate you
will discover a Romanesque gate lodge built around 1860,
an impressive Wellingtonia tree standing at over 40 metres
in height, old oaks trees planted about 1730, and a pump-
house originally powered by horse to pump water from
Lough Coole uphill to the mansion. Castle Coole, the
former seat of the Earls of Belmore, was designed by James
Wyatt and built during the early 1790s. It is now owned and

managed by National Trust.
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Enniskillen Town Walk

Island Town

WALK TWO

Enniskillen Town Walk Fact File

Distance 4.8km Grade Easy"}
Time Under 2 hours

Start & Finish For convenience this walk starts from the Tourist
Information Centre (GR H 235440). Good, free parking facilities
are available in the vicinity, however the walk may be joined at any
point.

Terrain Easy grade walk mostly on pavements and tarmac paths.
Gradients are reasonably gentle except for Forthill Park which may
be avoided. Ordinary footwear adequate.

Maps Large scale street plan available from Tourist Information
Centre. O.S.N.l. Fermanagh Lakeland — on both Upper Lough
Erne and Lower Lough Erne maps — 1:25000 scale.

Also on Discoverer Series, Sheet 18 — Enniskillen — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Toilets and parking available at Tourist Information
Centre. Refreshments available in numerous locations along route.




Things to see

Enniskillen Town Walk

Enniskillen, the county town of Fermanagh, is beautifully situated

on an island at a narrowing of the waters between Upper and
Lower Lough Erne. The island setting provides direct access to the
Erne system and further afield to the Shannon-Erne waterway.
The outset of this walk is the award-winning Tourist Information
Centre, located only a very short stroll from the town’s centre at
The Diamond. Along the route you can discover the River Erne’s
shimmering waters at the rear of Fermanagh Lakeland Forum, the
16th century Watergate of Enniskillen Castle (originally the
stronghold of the junior branch of the Maguire chieftains), Round
‘O’ Quay, Portora Royal School, a memorial to the South African
War, Forthill Park, and Cole’s Monument (built between 1845 and
1857 in memory of a son of the first Earl Of Enniskillen).
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Ely LOdge ForeSt Carrickreagh Viewpoint

Lakeland View

WALK THREE

Ely Lodge Forest Fact File

Distance 5km Grade Easy*}
Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish Large lay-by (GR H 180514) on west side of
Enniskillen-Belleek A46 road about 10km from Enniskillen, well
signposted. From the lay-by a short length of road will take you
down to an alternative car park on the shore of Lower Lough
Erne. Both car parks are suitable starting points for the walk.

Terrain For the most part easy grade walk on well defined paths
and forest roads. Gentle gradients but moderate on route up to
Carrickreagh Viewpoint. Ordinary footwear adequate.

Maps O.S.N.I. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17— Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking and picnic tables. Nearest refreshments in
Enniskillen Town — approximately 10km away.
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Ely Lodge Forest

Things to see

Ely Lodge Forest

Much of Ely Lodge Forest was planted during the 1940s. Under
normal conditions this would have given adequate time for the
tree species used to mature. However, because of the rocky nature
of the ground and thin soils over limestone rock, growth in many
areas has been fairly slow. This is not necessarily a bad thing
though. Extensive views over Lower Lough Erne still remain
visible, none moreso than from the large viewing platform at
Carrickreagh. Along the walk look out for signs of a change in
water level — in the late 1880s a scheme to improve the drainage of
the Erne system was undertaken. The level of Lower Lough Erne
fell by about 3 metres as a result of the blowing up of falls near
Belleek, and further control in the 1950s resulted from the
building of the hydroelectric station near Ballyshannon.
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Necarne

A Trot round Lowtherstown

WALK FOUR

Necarne Fact File

Distance 4.7km Grade Easy"}
Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish Enniskillen - Irvinestown A32 road at entrance into
Necarne Forest (GR H 244570). The forest road entrance is about
1.5km from Irvinestown, opposite Fermanagh District Council’s

Recycling Centre.

Terrain Easy type walk on forest, tarmac or concrete roads.
Gradients are fairly level throughout. Ordinary footwear is
adequate.

Maps O.S.N.I. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
— 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Nearest is Bawnacre Leisure Centre, between
Equestrian Centre and Irvinestown. Refreshments located in

Irvinestown village.
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Necarne
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Things to see

Necarne

This walk takes you through an attractive forest area owned and
managed by Forest Service and the Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development (DARD). You will pass Necarne Castle
situated in Castle Irvine Demesne. The estate is named after
Christopher Irvine who bought the 1618-built house and bawn,
originally belonging to Gerard Lowther. In the years thereafter the
castle and estate changed ownership a number of times, but was
purchased and restored in 1925 by Richard Hermon. The castle
itself has fallen into a state of disrepair since his death in 1976. In
1986 Fermanagh District Council bought a portion of the estate
and the castle and commenced creating the Ulster Lakeland
Equestrian Park. The Park is now under the management of
DARD and plays host to many large equestrian events.
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Castle Archdale Forest

Catalinas and Castles

WALK FIVE

Castle Archdale Forest Fact File

Distance 5.6km Grade Easy"}
Time Under 2 hours

Start & Finish You could start this walk from the Forest Service
car park near the old castle. However, use of the car park in
Castle Archdale Country Park near the courtyard/visitors centre is
preferred as it gives you the opportunity to also visit the other

attractions in the vicinity. Toilets are available in the courtyard.

Terrain Easy type walk on forest, tarmac or concrete roads.
Gradients are fairly level throughout. Ordinary footwear is

adequate.

Maps O.S.N.I. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
- 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Toilets, car parking and tea rooms open May-Sept.

Refreshments also available in the nearby village of Irvinestown.
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Castle Archdale Forest

Things to see

Castle Archdale Forest

During World War 11 this part of Lower Lough Erne and Castle
Archdale itself was an important base for flying boats. These
aircraft provided much needed air cover for Allied Atlantic
convoys against the threat of German U-boats. The Department of
Environment’s Environment and Heritage Service has established
a museum within their visitor centre located beside where this
walk begins. Much of the route is either through mature native
woodland or alongside the Lower Lough where flora and fauna of
many descriptions can be observed. You will also pass the ruins of
Old Castle Archdale, a 17th century castle built by the Archdale
family during the Plantation of Ulster. The castle was severely

damaged in 1689 by a fire.
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Castle Caldwell

Fiddler’s Paradise

WALK SIX

Castle Caldwell Fact File

Distance 3.7km Grade Easy ‘}

Time Just over one hour

Start & Finish Turn off Kesh — Belleek A47 road about 8km from
Belleek into Castle Caldwell Forest. Turn is well signposted. Pass
between support walls of old railway bridge, then turn left and
later left again into car park (GR H 014604).

Terrain Easy grade walk, mostly paths, but short distance forest
road. The paths are generally well surfaced and the going is
mostly level. Ordinary footwear is adequate. Some of the shorter
walks in the vicinity of the castle would be suitable for wheel-chair
users.

Maps O.S.N.Il. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments available in Belleek village —
approximately 8km away.
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Castle Caldwell

>

Things to see

Castle Caldwell

Castle Caldwell, now in ruins, was built in 1612 during the Plantation of
Ulster. Its name derives from an Enniskillen merchant, James Caldwell,
who purchased the castle in 1662. It is located within quite a large forest
park, part of the shore-line of which has been designated as a National
Forest Nature Reserve. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB) has a keen interest in this part of Lower Lough Erne because of
its importance for a number of bird species. Many of the offshore islands
visible along the route have been designated as bird sanctuaries, a
number of which are owned by Fermanagh District Council and managed
by RSPB. The mix of water and woodland here makes this forest a very
important habitat for wildlife. Much of the route would have been under
water were it not for a scheme introduced in the 1880s to improve the
drainage of the Erne system. The level of Lower Lough Erne fell by about
3 metres as a result of the blowing up of falls near Belleek, and further
control in the 1950s resulted from the building of the hydroelectric
station near Ballyshannon.
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Louqh Navar, Magho Cliffs

View in Ireland

The Be

WALK SEVEN

Lough Navar, Magho Cliffs Fact File

Distance 4.2km Grade Moderate/Difficult *3‘3*3

Time Under 2 hours

Start & Finish Enniskillen — Belleek A46 road for about 24km
from Enniskillen as far as a good size car park/picnic area (GR H
062583) on side of road. This stopping place is well signposted.

Terrain Moderate to difficult walk depending on your fitness.
Surfaced footpath to the viewpoint at top of the cliff. Gradient
moderate becoming very steep with numerous steps. Walk on
high ground is mixture of surfaced footpath, unsurfaced track
across deep peat, forest road and tarmac. Gradients in this area
gentle. Return down cliff footpath. Good walking footwear is
strongly recommended.

Maps O.S.N.Il. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking and picnic tables. Refreshments available
in Belleek village — approximately 13km away.
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Lough Navar, Magho Cliffs

Things to see

Lough Navar, Magho Cliffs

This steep climb to the top of Magho Cliffs may prove to be
beyond the abilities of many but what awaits those of you who
reach the top is well worth the effort. From the summit, on the
edge of Lough Navar Forest, is perhaps one of the best and most
memorable views in Ireland. Almost all of the expansive Lower
Lough Erne, or ‘Broad Lough’, is visible. To the east is Castle
Archdale. Directly north is the bridging Boa Island as well as the
smaller Lusty More and Lusty Beg Islands. On clear days, to the
west you may even catch a glimpse of Donegal Bay into which the
Erne system flows before passing into the vast Atlantic Ocean, or
in the north-east the Blue Stack Mountains looking down over

County Donegal.
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Blackslee, Navar

A Waterfall in a Secret Glade

WALK EIGHT

Blackslee, Navar Fact File

Distance 6.1km Grade Moderate *3*}

Time About 2 hours

Start & Finish Lough Navar Forest Scenic Drive. Open daylight
hours throughout the year. Start walk at Aghameelan Viewpoint
beside toilets about 1.6km from entrance (GR H 080557). Note
that on this part of the scenic drive there is two-way traffic.

Terrain Moderate grade walk mostly on forest road. Short
distance forest track and unsurfaced path near waterfall. Gradient
variable but often moderate. Good walking footwear
recommended if visiting waterfall.

Maps O.S.N.l. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Derrygonnelly village is about 6.5km away.
Refreshments available there.
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Blackslee, Navar

Things to see

Blackslee, Navar

From the start of this walk at Aghameelan Viewpoint you have
extensive views over Fermanagh’s rolling countryside. To the east
you catch a glimpse of Bunnahone Lough, and to the south
Carrick Lough, Monawilkin Lough and the white rock face of
Knockmore Cliffs. Monawilkin has been designated as an Area of
Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) largely because it contains the
best example of unimproved calcareous grassland in Northern
Ireland (N1), while its south-facing limestone scarp is the best
inland site for moths and butterflies in NI. Notably it is the only
surviving site in NI for the Small Blue butterfly. The walk itself is
largely on forest roads through mature plantations, but there is a

short spur off to a cooling waterfall that is well worth a visit.
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Lough Navar Lakes

Lakeland within a Lakeland

WALK NINE

Lough Navar Lakes Fact File

Distance 8.9km Grade Moderate ‘3*3
Time About 2.5 hours

Start & Finish Lough Navar Forest Scenic Drive. After visiting the
viewpoint, follow the exit road as far as a major junction.
Approaching this junction there is an escarpment ahead with two
rocky pinnacles nearby. Turn right and leave the scenic drive. This
road, which has two way traffic, provides access to the fishing
loughs and trails. The start of the walk is the car park

(GR H 028561) by Meenameen Lough, just past the turn to
Glencreawan Lough.

Terrain Moderate grade walk, mostly forest road, some tarmac,
some loughshore trail. Short section surfaced footpath. Gradients
generally easy. Good footwear is adequate.

Maps O.S.N.l. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Derrygonnelly village is approximately 6.5km away.
Refreshments available there.
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Lough Navar Lakes

Things to see

Lough Navar Lakes

This walk helps you explore some of Lough Navar Forest’s
pristine lakes. It begins at the shore of Meenameen Lough
and passes through forest in part, along forest tracks and on
open ground, in a circular loop, taking you past Lough
Navar, Lough Naman and Lough Achork. Flowing out of
the south-western corner of Lough Achork is the Sillees
River, often referred to as the ‘Silly River’ as it does not
seem to know where to go as it winds its way through the
countryside before entering the River Erne near Enniskillen,
some 23km as the crow flies, but over 48km along the route

the river takes.
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Lough Navar, Conagher

Ferguson’s Fold

WALK TEN

Lough Navar, Conagher Fact File

Distance 5.1km Grade Moderate/Difficult ‘3‘3*}
Time Under 2 hours

Start & Finish From the entrance to Lough Navar Forest Scenic
Drive go towards Garrison for about 800 metres as far as a forest
road entrance on the left (GR H 061543) just before a bridge over
the Sillees River. Do not obstruct entrance.

Terrain Moderate but in places difficult walk. Mostly forest and
county roads. Includes some rough track soon after start.
Gradients gentle to moderate. Good walking footwear required for
track.

Maps O.S.N.l. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Refreshments available in Derrygonnelly village about
6km away.




i
F.-Hl'-ln'u.e::ll + WALKING IN FERMANAGH { 10
I

Lough Navar, Conagher
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Things to see

Lough Navar, Conagher

This circular walk takes you through a mature conifer
plantation and across open peatland. A short section is on
public roadway. Along the way there is also a delightful
native woodland containing quite a lot of rowan (or
mountain ash) trees. These produce bright red berries in
autumn, which can be used for making jam or more
importantly as a source of food for birds during the winter
months. Another common plant is bog myrtle which in the
past was used to banish fleas by placing sprigs between the
sheet and the mattress. In more recent times an extract from

young leaves has value as an insect repellent.
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Conagher Forest from boagh Road

ountry

Limestone

WALK ELEVEN

Conagher Forest Fact File

Distance 4km Grade Difficult *}‘}*}*}
Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish Start (GR H 065519) most easily reached from
Derrygonnelly. Turn at end of village opposite police station up the
road to Garrison via Knockmore. At the Roman Catholic Church
you turn right and continue along a fairly narrow country road for
about 5.5km as far as a forest road entrance on the right. Small
car parking area outside metal barrier.

Terrain Moderate to difficult walk, at first along a forest road,
then old lane and finally rough and, in places, difficult moorland
track. Gradient variable but generally moderate. Good walking
footwear required because of conditions on old lane and
moorland track.

Maps O.S.N.l. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments in Derrygonnelly village —
approximately 5km away.
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Conagher Forest

Things to see

Conagher Forest

Much of this circular route is off-road on open moorland, in
places through knee-height heather. At the highest points
you have views over Lough Navar Forest, Lower Lough
Erne, Knockmore Cliffs, Lough Fadd, Monawilkin Lough
and Doagh Lough. The underlying rock is limestone and
gives rise to many interesting features along the way,
including the nearby Screenagh gorge which disappears

among the hills.
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WALK TWELVE

Big Dog Forest Fact File

Distance 4.1km Grade Moderate ‘3*3

Time Under 1.5 hours

Start & Finish Start at Forest Service car park (GR H 041494)
located on the right side of the Derrygonnelly to Garrison road via
Knockmore. Distance from Derrygonnelly is about 9.5km. If
travelling from the direction of Enniskillen turn left in Derrygonnelly
at the end of the main street opposite the police station. The road
is signposted for Garrison/Knockmore CIliff. As the road climbs the
cliffs will be on the left.

Terrain Moderate grade walk on forest road and roughly surfaced
footpaths along lake edge and through forest. Gradients fairly
gentle but locally moderate. Because of the present condition of
the footpaths good footwear is recommended.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
— 1:50000 scale. Part coverage on Fermanagh Lakeland, Lower
Lough Erne — 1:25000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments available in Derrygonnelly
village — approximately 8km away.
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Big Dog Forest

Things to see

Big Dog Forest

This beautiful short walk allows you to explore the absolute
diversity of Fermanagh’s natural landscape. It takes you across open
moorland, to the top of a hill, alongside mountain lakes, and
through forest. It is a geologically interesting landscape and is
home to a wide range of flora and fauna. The hill of Little Dog is a
result of softer surrounding rock being eroded to leave this hard
rocky mound. In folklore however a different slant is offered —
Bran and Skeolan were two favourite Irish wolfhounds belonging
to the giant Finn MacCool. One day while out hunting they
picked up the scent of a witch and gave chase. To aid her escape
she changed herself into a deer. As the two dogs gained ground the
witch cast a spell turning them into stone. Today they are known
as Little Dog and Big Dog.
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ROO a h Rlver Lough Formal

Coral Reefs above the Sea

WALK THIRTEEN

Roogagh River Fact File

Distance 8.6km Grade Moderate ’3{3

Time About 2.5 hours

Start & Finish Start at Forest Service car park (GR H 041494 for
the Big Dog area located on the right side of the Derrygonnelly to
Garrison Road via Knockmore. Distance from Derrygonnelly is
about 9.5km. If travelling from the direction of Enniskillen turn left
in Derrygonnelly at the end of the main street opposite the police
station. As the road climbs Knockmore cliffs will be on the left.
Same starting place as walk 12.

Terrain Moderate grade walk on forest and minor county roads.
Gradient gentle to moderate. Sensible walking footwear adequate.

Maps O.S.N.Il. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments available in Derrygonnelly
village — approximately 9km away.
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Roogagh River

Things to see

Roogagh River

This circular walk is almost wholly on hard surface forest track or
public road, apart from a short climb to Formal More alongside
Lough Formal. The effort required to get to the top of this hill is
very well worth it. You will pass glacial erratics on your climb,
large boulders left stranded by the retreating glaciers of the last Ice
Age. Some have unusual markings, a result of erosion, and most
are covered in wonderful mosses and lichens, a good indicator of
the excellent air quality of the region. The tiny creatures whose
skeletons make up this hill and the nearby Formal Beg fell to the
bottom of a shallow tropical ocean over 330 million years ago
when Ireland would have been astride the equator. From the top of
this small hill you are offered wonderful views of Lough Melvin,
Donegal Bay, Cuilcagh Mountain, Big and Little Dog, and counties
Leitrim and Cavan.
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Ballintempo, Aghanaglack

A Dual to the Grave

WALK FOURTEEN

Ballintempo, Aghanaglack Fact File

Distance 12.3km Grade Moderate *3*}
Time About 4 hours including stops

Start & Finish To reach the start take the scenic route from
Belcoo to Boho. After about 5km from Belcoo turn left at a sign to
Aghanaglack Dual Court Grave. After 1km the tarmac road
surface ends and almost immediately you cross a cattle grid.
There is a small car parking area (GR H 092431) to the left on the
edge of the forest. From the car park you have good views of the
high ground to the south, notably the long ridge of Cuilcagh
Mountain.

Terrain Moderate grade walk all on forest road. Gradient gentle
to moderate. Ordinary footwear is adequate.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
- 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments available in Belcoo village —
approximately 5km away.




i
F:-l'l'lll-l'-lh'l?:'::ll. « WALKING IN FERMANAGH ( 14

Ballintempo, Aghanaglack

Things to see

Ballintempo, Aghanaglack

This circular walk within Ballintempo Forest in the east of
Fermanagh is largely through conifer plantations and wholly on
hard surface forest roads. You will pass a number of small lakes
along the way, the largest being the reedy Lough Blocknet, and on
occasion you will have views of Cuilcagh Mountain and its
foothills as well as Belmore Forest. On a short sign-posted track off
the main route you can take a closer look at a small part of
Fermanagh’s history. Aghanaglack Dual Court Grave, a large stone
monument, was built over 4,000 years ago by Neolithic people of
the region in which to bury their dead. At that time the grave
would have had large roofing slabs of stone and been covered with

stones and possibly earth.
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Belmore, Coolarkan

Behind the Waterfall, a Cave of Doves. ..

WALK FIFTEEN

Belmore, Coolarkan Fact Eile

Distance About 7km Grade Moderate *3*3
Time 2 hours

Start & Finish Take the scenic route from Boho to Belcoo. After
about 3.5km, after passing the Linnet Inn and small shop in Boho,
you come to a forest road entrance on the left (GR H 103427). If
you miss it turn back at the sign to Aghanaglack Dual Court
Grave. There is room to park outside the metal barrier.

Terrain Moderate grade walk. Gradient as far as disused quarry
mostly gentle, but after that long uphill section then level going for
a distance. Ordinary walking footwear is suitable.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
— 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments available in Boho village —
approximately 2km away.
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Belmore, Coolarkan

Things to see

Belmore, Coolarkan

This circular walk is located within the Boho-Belmore Mountain
area and is situated right in the heart of Fermanagh’s cave country.
Close to a disused quarry you will discover a powerful waterfall that
has gouged out a deep pothole known locally as ‘Pollnagollum’,
Irish for ‘Hole of the doves'’. Slippery stone steps lead to the
bottom of the hole and, although not advised, one can continue
along for a further 151 metres inside a large cave which, during
Victorian times, was used as a show cave. The quarry itself is a fine
showpiece of limestone rock layers and contains a few fossils of
crinoids and coral. Along the way you can expect views of
Cuilcagh Mountain, Marlbank, Lower Lough MacNean, Ross
Lough, Carran Lough, Topped Mountain and, to the east, the

television masts on Brougher Mountain.
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Ballintempo, Holywell

St. Fanchea goes to Holywell

WALK SIXTEEN

Ballintempo, Holywell Fact File

Distance 7.8km Grade Moderate ’3{3

Time Just over 2 hours

Start & Finish Take the Garrison road out of Belcoo and after
about 2.5km turn right to Holywell Church. The actual start (GR H
064406) is the car parking area opposite St. Patrick’'s Roman
Catholic Church, Holywell.

Terrain Moderate grade walk on old farm lane, forest and minor
county roads. Good footwear is required if only for the old farm
lane. Gradient on the first section of the old farm lane is moderate,

elsewhere it is usually fairly level or downbhill.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
— 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments available in Belcoo village —

approximately 3km away.
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Ballintempo, Holywell

Things to see

Ballintempo, Holywell

This circular walk within Ballintempo Forest in the east of
Fermanagh is largely through conifer plantations and is almost
wholly on hard surface forest roads. There are splendid panoramic
views along the way of Lower and Upper Lough MacNean,
Marlbank, Florence Court, Cuilcagh Mountain and counties
Cavan and Leitrim. You will also pass two small lakes, Lough
Martincrossagh and Lough Hamul, which form part of the Lough
MacNean Valley, a landscape characterised by dramatic limestone
crags, long narrow loughs, reed swamps, species rich grassland, and
important archaeological sites including monuments, medieval

churches and interesting vernacular farm buildings.
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The Cladagh Glen

Cascades and Caves

WALK SEVENTEEN

The Cladagh Glen Fact File

Distance 3.6km Grade Easy ‘3

Time About one hour

Start & Finish Parking area (GR H 129359) is close to the old
stone bridge over the Cladagh River on the Florencecourt —
Blacklion/Belcoo road. The area is open all through the year.

Terrain This is an easy type walk on forest road, well surfaced
footpath, board walk with hand rails and in places a number of
steps. As you approach the Visitor Centre of Marble Arch Caves
European Geopark, you find concrete pathways. For the most
part gradients are gentle. Ordinary footwear is adequate.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 26 — Lough Allen —
1:50000 scale.

Facilities Marble Arch Caves European Geopark Visitor Centre
when open. Other places locally.
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The Cladagh Glen

Things to see

The Cladagh Glen

Cladagh Glen takes its name from the Cladagh River, formed in the
cool depths of Marble Arch Caves. The river carves its way through
the limestone rock of Marlbank leaving a deep scar in which remnants
of Ireland’s ancient woodland nestle in seclusion. This linear walk
passes the Marble Arch itself (from which the caves take their name)
at the point where the underground water springs out from the cave
system created by rainfall flowing into rivers on Cuilcagh Mountain to
the south and disappearing into sinkholes further downstream. The
area has been designated as a Nature Reserve and here you can find
wood goldilocks, early purple orchid, birds" nest orchid, bluebell and
wild strawberry, as well as red and grey squirrels. Overlooking the
tourist entrance to the caves there is a folly known locally as ‘The
Cottage’. This was used in Victorian times by the Earl of Enniskillen
and his guest shooting parties from Florence Court.
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Florence Court, Brookfield

Follow the lime stone road
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WALK EIGHTEEN

Florence Court, Brookfield Fact File

Distance 6.3km Grade Moderate/Difficult *3‘3*3

Time About 2 hours

Start & Finish Follow signs to Marble Arch Caves. Turn off
Florencecourt — Blacklion road at sign indicating Marble Arch
Caves. At the first bend is an area on the left where it is possible
to leave a few cars without obstructing the farm entrance.

(GR H 149341).

Terrain Moderate to difficult grade walk. First third on forest road,
then on mixture of limestone grazing and moorland. Final third on
county road. Gradient often gentle but few short moderate uphill
sections. Good walking footwear is recommended.

Maps O.S.N.I. Discoverer Series, Sheet 26 — Lough Allen —
1:50000 scale.

Facilities Various places locally. Restaurant on site, when open.




Things to see

Florence Court, Brookfield

This circular walk takes in the grounds of Florence Court Forest
Park, public roadway and open farmland. There are excellent views
along the way of Lough MacNean, Cuilcagh Mountain, Topped
Mountain, Belmore Mountain, counties Cavan and Leitrim, as
well the Clogher Valley and the Slieve Beagh upland. There are
also some very interesting geological features on the route with
excellent examples of limestone pavement at Trien. Of particular
note within the Park is Florence Court House, a fascinating
example of mid-18th century Irish Palladian architecture. The
present mansion, the former home of the Earls of Enniskillen, was
started (probably in the early 1720s) by John Cole, grandson of Sir
William Cole, founder of the town of Enniskillen, and completed
around 1775. It was named Florence after his wife.
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Crom Estate

Under ye olde Yew tree at Crom

WALK NINETEEN

Crom Estate Fact File

Distance 4.5km Grade Easy ‘3

Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish Crom Estate signposted off the
Lisnaskea/Newtownbutler road. Grounds open all year round.
Contact local Tourist Information Centre for Visitor Centre opening
times. Park at Visitor Centre car park.

Terrain Easy grade walk with few gentle gradients. Mostly on
gravel or tarmac estate roads but some bits are grassy or bark
trails which after rain may be wet or flooded. Good walking
footwear is recommended especially in wet weather.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 27 — Upper Lough Erne
—1:50000 scale. Also Fermanagh Lakeland — Upper Lough Erne
1:25000 scale.

Facilities Car parking and tea room facilities when Visitor Centre
is open — parking charge in place.
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Crom Estate

Things to see

Crom Estate

Crom estate nestles in over 800 hectares of ancient landscape
upon the marshy shores and islands of Upper Lough Erne. Its
unique blend of habitats — woodland, lakeland, wetland, farm and
woodland — give it a fascinating wealth of rare wildlife and make it
one of the most important of the National Trust’s conservation
sites. This circular route helps you explore these habitats at first
hand and appreciate the vast diversity of communities supported.
Old Crom Castle, which you will pass, was built in 1610 during
the Plantation of Ulster by Scotsman Michael Balfour. It was
leased in 1644 by Abraham Crichton, ancestor of the Earls of Erne
and withstood two sieges in 1689 before being destroyed by fire

in 1764.
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Florence Court, Hiker’s Trall

Get on yer Hike

WALK TWENTY

Florence Court, Hiker’s Trail Fact File

Distance Car park to start of trail 5km
~ Hiker’s Trail 14km (return trip)

Grade Difficult % % s s
Time To start of trail 1.5 hours. Hiker’s Trail — allow 5 hours plus
breaks.

Start & Finish Car park (GR H 165342). Florencecourt —
Blacklion road. About 1.2km past Florencourt village/estate gate
lodges on the exit road from the National Trust property you will
pass Tullyhona Farm Guest House. Shortly after turn left up a
forest road opposite a county road junction. Florencecourt Church
of Ireland church is further up the hill. At the first junction turn left
and park a short distance up the road in a sizeable lay by
opposite a willow growing experimental area.

Terrain Difficult. Forest road and rough track to start of Hiker’'s
Trail, then rough track; soon changes to peat bog. Steep gradient
to plateau, otherwise moderate. Return by same route. Good
walking footwear, protective gear, and provisions essential for this
walk. Ability to use a map and compass essential. Cloud cover
can close in very rapidly reducing visibility greatly

Maps O.S.N.I. Discoverer Series, Sheet 26 — Lough Allen —
1:50000 scale.

Facilities Essential to bring provisions along.
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Florence Cort, Hiker’s Trail

Things to see

Florence Court, Hiker’s Tralil

This linear walk is one of the most demanding in the 25 Walks
series and should only be tackled by experienced hillwalkers.
Waterproof and windproof clothing is essential, as are strong,
waterproof walking boots. Mountain conditions are to be expected,
and the ability to use a map and compass is essential. Most of the
walk is on open, exposed blanket bog before a very sharp climb to
the summit. Although an arduous task to reach it, once standing
atop the cairn beside the triangulation pillar you will feel that you
have conquered something. You are now standing on Fermanagh’s
highest point. You will discover magnificent, 360° sweeping views
that, on clear days, can reach to counties Tyrone, Donegal, Cavan,
Leitrim, Sligo, and Roscommon. If the weather is particularly
favourable you might even catch a glimpse of the Nephin Beg
mountain range in County Mayo.
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LegnabrOCky Tl'al| Cuilcagh Mountain Park

uilcag Mountain Way

The

WALK TWENTY ONE

Legnabrocky Trail Fact File

Distance 15km Grade Moderate/Difficult ‘3*}*}
Time About 5 Hours

Start & Finish Follow signs from Enniskillen for Marble Arch
Caves European Geopark. Cuilcagh Mountain Park is signposted
off the Marlbank scenic loop. The park entrance and car parking
is about 200 yards past the entrance to the Marble Arch Caves
European Geopark on the left and is well signed. The walk starts
at and returns to the car park (GR H 119335).

Terrain Moderate/difficult grade. Special floating road across
most of bog (similar surface to Forest road), and rough
waymarked trail across remainder of bog. Steep climb up final
ascent also waymarked. Gradient on road and trail is moderate,
but final section steep. Good walking footwear, protective gear
and provisions are required for this walk. Conditions during wet
weather may be poor. Even on fine days conditions, particularly
visibility, can deteriorate quickly as cloud systems come in from
the Atlantic. People not wishing to do the whole walk may shorten
it at any point simply by turning back, for example at the end of
the roadway (10km return trip), or at the bog boardwalks (6km).

Maps O.S.N.| Discoverer Series, Sheet 26 — Lough Allen —
1:50000 scale.

Facilities Restaurant and toilet facilities at the Marble Arch Caves
European Geopark Visitor Centre open from mid April-September.
Visitor Centre also includes an interpretive centre for Cuilcagh
Mountain Park.
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Things to see

Legnabrocky Trail

This linear walk takes you through Cuilcagh Mountain Park. The
Park and Marble Arch Caves were jointly award the title of
UNESCO European Geopark in October 2001, followed by
UNESCO Global Geopark status in 2004. The award has come
about as a result of Fermanagh District Council successfully
conserving the blanket bog (a priority habitat for conservation in
Europe) by restoring areas of damaged peatland, reducing grazing,
revegetating the cut-over areas and by blocking drains to restore
the natural hydrology of the Mountain. This has had positive
effects within the cave system downstream in terms of reduction in
erosion as well as enhancing the safety of visitors. The area’s
diversity in terms of geology, folklore, human history, agriculture
and ecology fits very well with the Geopark ethos of geoheritage,
geoconservation and geoeducation.
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Benaughlin

Straight from the Horse’s Mouth

WALK TWENTY TWO

Benaughlin Fact File

Distance 6.3km Grade Moderate/Difficult ‘3‘3*}

Time About 2.5 hours

Start & Finish Take Enniskillen — Swanlinbar A32 road. The
actual start (GR H 198316) is about 4km past the crossroads
where you turn to Florence Court and Marble Arch Caves. Look
out for the forest type road entrance on the right after passing a
shop/filling station. It is almost exactly 800 metres from the shop
to the entrance. The road also provides access to farmland so do
ensure that the gateway is not obstructed.

Terrain Moderate/difficult grade. Forest road, rough, slanting in
places, unsurfaced track. Gradient on forest road moderate but
elsewhere in places fairly steep. Good walking footwear is
required for this walk

Maps O.S.N.I. Discoverer Series, Sheet 26 — Lough Allen —
1:50000 scale.

Facilities Various places locally.
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Benaughlin
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Things to see

Benaughlin

This linear walk offers the most spectacular approach to the high
cliffs of Benaughlin. The route is largely on hard surface forest roads.
However, when walking the very steep, zigzagging path to the
summit the route becomes much more difficult. The path is uneven
in places and overgrown by thick heather in others. The volume of
human and animal traffic coupled with natural erosion has also left
some areas susceptible to minor landslide. Upon reaching the top
you will appreciate the effort you have made. You will have 360°
sweeping views. To the east you can see the route you have just
taken, as well as Upper Lough Erne with its numerous islands either
side of the isolated long, low hill of Knockninny. To the south-east
you see the wind farm on Slieve Rushen, and to the west Cuilcagh
Mountain and its associated area of high ground. To the north
Florence Court House and estate is visible, as is Lower Lough
MacNean and Belmore Mountain.
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Lisnaskea, Tully

The Good Life

WALK TWENTY THREE

Lisnaskea, Tully Fact File

Distance 9.2km Grade Moderate ‘3*3
Time About 2.5 hours

Start & Finish The best way to get to the start (GR H 447347) is
from Lisnaskea. Take the turn in the centre of the town to Knocks
and Carnmore. Soon turn sharp left past St. Ronan’s Roman
Catholic Church. Then go straight on through the Knocks district
and afforested areas for about 8km as far as a “T” junction. Turn
right, go straight for 1.5km then turn right. Turn in and you soon
come to a fork in the road with a metal barrier on the right fork.
Park in this area taking care not to obstruct either road.

Terrain Moderate grade walk mostly on forest or minor county
roads and concrete lane. Short sections of surfaced and
unsurfaced track. Two large craters in forest road to negotiate.
Good footwear required.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 27 — Upper Lough Erne
— 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Lisnaskea town.
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Things to see

Lisnaskea, Tully

This circular walk is all on hard surface forest roads apart from
two very short stretches on open ground. From the highest
points you will have good views towards Upper Lough Erne,
shining like a maze of oversized puddles, and the hills above
extending into County Cavan. You will pass through mature
conifer plantations as well as open countryside. The variety of
habitats here offer residence to many species of plants and
animals, but on occasion these homes can be destroyed in only
a very short space of time. There is still evidence of windblow
when a large segment of the plantation was destroyed in the

storm which occurred on Boxing Day in 1998.
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Carnmore, Doon Forest

Nine counties in one sweep!

WALK TWENTY FOUR

Carnmore, Doon Forest Fact Eile

Distance 7.5km Grade Moderate ‘3*3

Time About 2 hours

Start & Finish Car park (GR H 473358) by Carnmore viewpoint
which is sign-posted from various places. The best route is from
the Fivemiletown end of Brookeborough. Follow signs to
Carnmore (via Moan’s Cross). Another popular route is from the

centre of Lisnaskea.

Terrain Moderate grade walk on forest and minor county roads.
Some sections of forest road are quite rough so good walking

footwear is recommended. Gradients are moderate.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 27 — Upper Lough Erne
— 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Brookborough village.
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Things to see

Carnmore, Doon Forest

The view from the car park at the start point of this walk is quite
impressive, but it is strongly recommended that you walk the short
distance up to the vantage point at Carnmore to be almost (quite
literally) blown away. On a clear day 360° sweeping views are on
offer of the surrounding countryside — high ground in south
Armagh including Slieve Gullion to the east, Mullaghfad Forest
and the Sperrins and the Clogher Valley to the north, and
Carnmore Lough and Kimran Lough to the west. In really clear
conditions you will just see the top of Slieve Donard, Ulster’s
highest peak, outside Newcastle in County Down. The route is
partly within forest and partly on open ground, and along the way
you will pass by a number of small lakes and farmland. Stone from
quarries in this area was used in the building of Crom Castle and
the construction of the cathedral in Armagh.
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A Ghostly
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WALK TWENTY FIVE

Mullaghfad, Crocknagally Fact File

Distance 8.3km Grade Moderate *3*3

Time About 2.5 hours

Start & Finish To reach the start (GR H 482426) go to Cooneen
and at the crossroads turn towards Mullaghfad. After about 3km

you come to a large forest road entrance on the left.

Terrain Moderate grade walk on forest and minor county roads.
Good footwear is suitable. This walk takes you into part of County

Tyrone.

Maps O.S.N.l. Discoverer Series, Sheet 18 — Enniskillen —

1:50000 scale.

Facilities Lisnaskea Town.




= Mnd
FI'.-:I-rI-_-I-I'u.E::II + WALKING IN FERMANAGH | 25
I

Mullaghfad, Crocknagally

Things to see

Mullaghfad, Crocknagally

This circular walk is all on hard surface forest tracks or
public highway, and is the only walk in the whole series
which delves into another county, in this case Tyrone.
Along the way you will pass by Colebrooke River, an
overgrown disused quarry, a small lake named after an
outlaw who was active in the second half of the 17th
century (Shane Barnagh), and Cooneen Ghost House.
Shane Barnagh and his family made their living rustling
cattle and horses which were returned for some form of
payment. He is also reputed to have operated a protection
racket. Glennoo Bridge over the Colebrooke River, the
boundary between Tyrone and Fermanagh, was probably
built in the middle of the 19th century. An interesting
feature is that the coping stones on the Tyrone part of the
bridge differ from those on the Fermanagh part.









