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About the Walks

The walks have been graded into four categories

% Easy
Short walks generally fairly level going on well surfaced routes.
% \oderate

Longer walks with some gradients and generally on well surfaced
routes.

444 \oderate/Difficult

Some off road walking. Good footwear recommended.

AAAR Difficult

This only applies to Walk 20, a long walk only suitable for more
experienced walkers correctly equipped.

For those looking for a longer walk it is possible to combine some
walks. These are numbers 10 and 11, 12 and 13, 18 and 20,
and 24 and 25.

Disclaimer Note: The maps used in this guide are taken from the original
publication, published in 2000. Use of these maps is at your own risk. Bear in
mind that the countryside is continually changing. This is especially true of forest
areas, mainly due to the clearfelling programme. In the forests some of the
footpaths may also change, either upgraded as funds become available or
re-routed to overcome upkeep problems and reduce costs. These routes are not
waymarked but should be by the summer of 2007. Metal barriers may well be
repositioned or even removed.

A new edition of the book, 25 Walks in Fermanagh will be
coming out in the near future.

please follow the principles of
Leave No Trace

Plan ahead and prepare
Travel and camp on durable surfaces
Dispose of waste properly
Leave what you find
Minimise campfire impacts
Respect Wildlife

Be considerate of other visitors




Useful Information

This walking guide was commissioned by Fermanagh District
Council who own the copyright of the text, maps, and associated
photographs. Ordnance Survey Northern Ireland 1:50,000
Discoverer map series sheets 12, 17, 18, 26 & 27 cover the area
of Co. Fermanagh.

The walks have been devised so that people of different walking
abilities should find a number of the walks suit their ability.

For specific queries regarding this publication or more general
enquiries about access to the countryside and walking in
Fermanagh contact:

Brian Hegarty, Environment Officer, Fermanagh District Council
Townhall, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh BT74 7BA

Tel: 028 6632 5050 Fax: 028 6632 2024

Email: brian.hegarty@fermanagh.gov.uk

www.fermanagh.gov.uk

TOURIST INFORMATION

Fermanagh Tourist Information Centre, Wellington Road
Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. Tel: 028 6632 3110
www.findfermanagh.com

Map of County Fermanagh showing the geographical spread of the walks
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Castle Coole

Afternoon Tea with the Earls

WALK ONE

Castle Coole Fact File

Distance 4.8km Grade Easy *3
Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish This walk is through the grounds of Castle Coole
estate, a National Trust property on the eastern fringes of
Enniskillen. Parking area a few hundred metres in the avenue
(GR H 245 431) on A4 road to Belfast. Estate grounds open to
pedestrians all year round from dawn to dusk. No admission
charge — donation box available.

Terrain Easy grade walk mostly on tarmac or concrete roads,
public footpath and surfaced woodland path. Gentle gradient for
most of walk. No special footwear required.

Maps O.S.N.| Fermanagh Lakeland — on both Upper Lough Erne
and Lower Lough Erne maps - 1:25000 scale.
Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 18 — Enniskillen — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Toilets, parking, Visitor Centre, tea rooms, and coach
park. Grounds open all year round.
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Things to see

Castle Coole

Nestling in extensive wooded grounds on the eastern fringe
of Enniskillen, Castle Coole provides an escape to the
country for locals and visitors alike. Within the estate you
will discover a Romanesque gate lodge built around 1860,
an impressive Wellingtonia tree standing at over 40 metres
in height, old oaks trees planted about 1730, and a pump-
house originally powered by horse to pump water from
Lough Coole uphill to the mansion. Castle Coole, the
former seat of the Earls of Belmore, was designed by James
Wyatt and built during the early 1790s. It is now owned and

managed by National Trust.
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Enniskillen Town Walk

Island Town

WALK TWO

Enniskillen Town Walk Fact File

Distance 4.8km Grade Easy"}
Time Under 2 hours

Start & Finish For convenience this walk starts from the Tourist
Information Centre (GR H 235440). Good, free parking facilities
are available in the vicinity, however the walk may be joined at any
point.

Terrain Easy grade walk mostly on pavements and tarmac paths.
Gradients are reasonably gentle except for Forthill Park which may
be avoided. Ordinary footwear adequate.

Maps Large scale street plan available from Tourist Information
Centre. O.S.N.l. Fermanagh Lakeland — on both Upper Lough
Erne and Lower Lough Erne maps — 1:25000 scale.

Also on Discoverer Series, Sheet 18 — Enniskillen — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Toilets and parking available at Tourist Information
Centre. Refreshments available in numerous locations along route.




Things to see

Enniskillen Town Walk

Enniskillen, the county town of Fermanagh, is beautifully situated

on an island at a narrowing of the waters between Upper and
Lower Lough Erne. The island setting provides direct access to the
Erne system and further afield to the Shannon-Erne waterway.
The outset of this walk is the award-winning Tourist Information
Centre, located only a very short stroll from the town s centre at
The Diamond. Along the route you can discover the River Ernes
shimmering waters at the rear of Fermanagh Lakeland Forum, the
16th century Watergate of Enniskillen Castle (originally the
stronghold of the junior branch of the Maguire chieftains), Round
O Quay, Portora Royal School, a memorial to the South African
War, Forthill Park, and Cole s Monument (built between 1845 and
1857 in memory of a son of the first Earl Of Enniskillen).
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Ely LOdge ForeSt Carrickreagh Viewpoint

Lakeland View

WALK THREE

Ely Lodge Forest Fact File

Distance 5km Grade Easy*}
Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish Large lay-by (GR H 180514) on west side of
Enniskillen-Belleek A46 road about 10km from Enniskillen, well
signposted. From the lay-by a short length of road will take you
down to an alternative car park on the shore of Lower Lough
Erne. Both car parks are suitable starting points for the walk.

Terrain For the most part easy grade walk on well defined paths
and forest roads. Gentle gradients but moderate on route up to
Carrickreagh Viewpoint. Ordinary footwear adequate.

Maps O.S.N.I. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17— Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking and picnic tables. Nearest refreshments in
Enniskillen Town — approximately 10km away.
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Ely Lodge Forest

Things to see

Ely Lodge Forest

Much of Ely Lodge Forest was planted during the 1940s. Under
normal conditions this would have given adequate time for the
tree species used to mature. However, because of the rocky nature
of the ground and thin soils over limestone rock, growth in many
areas has been fairly slow. This is not necessarily a bad thing
though. Extensive views over Lower Lough Erne still remain
visible, none moreso than from the large viewing platform at
Carrickreagh. Along the walk look out for signs of a change in
water level — in the late 1880s a scheme to improve the drainage of
the Erne system was undertaken. The level of Lower Lough Erne
fell by about 3 metres as a result of the blowing up of falls near
Belleek, and further control in the 1950s resulted from the
building of the hydroelectric station near Ballyshannon.
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Necarne

A Trot round Lowtherstown

WALK FOUR

Necarne Fact File

Distance 4.7km Grade Easy"}
Time About 1.5 hours

Start & Finish Enniskillen - Irvinestown A32 road at entrance into
Necarne Forest (GR H 244570). The forest road entrance is about
1.5km from Irvinestown, opposite Fermanagh District Council s

Recycling Centre.

Terrain Easy type walk on forest, tarmac or concrete roads.
Gradients are fairly level throughout. Ordinary footwear is
adequate.

Maps O.S.N.I. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
— 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Nearest is Bawnacre Leisure Centre, between
Equestrian Centre and Irvinestown. Refreshments located in

Irvinestown village.
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Necarne
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Things to see

Necarne

This walk takes you through an attractive forest area owned and
managed by Forest Service and the Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development (DARD). You will pass Necarne Castle
situated in Castle Irvine Demesne. The estate is named after
Christopher Irvine who bought the 1618-built house and bawn,
originally belonging to Gerard Lowther. In the years thereafter the
castle and estate changed ownership a number of times, but was
purchased and restored in 1925 by Richard Hermon. The castle
itself has fallen into a state of disrepair since his death in 1976. In
1986 Fermanagh District Council bought a portion of the estate
and the castle and commenced creating the Ulster Lakeland
Equestrian Park. The Park is now under the management of
DARD and plays host to many large equestrian events.
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Castle Archdale Forest

Catalinas and Castles

WALK FIVE

Castle Archdale Forest Fact File

Distance 5.6km Grade Easy"}
Time Under 2 hours

Start & Finish You could start this walk from the Forest Service
car park near the old castle. However, use of the car park in
Castle Archdale Country Park near the courtyard/visitors centre is
preferred as it gives you the opportunity to also visit the other

attractions in the vicinity. Toilets are available in the courtyard.

Terrain Easy type walk on forest, tarmac or concrete roads.
Gradients are fairly level throughout. Ordinary footwear is

adequate.

Maps O.S.N.I. Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough Erne
- 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Toilets, car parking and tea rooms open May-Sept.

Refreshments also available in the nearby village of Irvinestown.
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Castle Archdale Forest

Things to see

Castle Archdale Forest

During World War 11 this part of Lower Lough Erne and Castle
Archdale itself was an important base for flying boats. These
aircraft provided much needed air cover for Allied Atlantic
convoys against the threat of German U-boats. The Department of
Environments Environment and Heritage Service has established
a museum within their visitor centre located beside where this
walk begins. Much of the route is either through mature native
woodland or alongside the Lower Lough where flora and fauna of
many descriptions can be observed. You will also pass the ruins of
Old Castle Archdale, a 17th century castle built by the Archdale
family during the Plantation of Ulster. The castle was severely

damaged in 1689 by a fire.
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Castle Caldwell

Fiddler s Paradise

WALK SIX

Castle Caldwell Fact File

Distance 3.7km Grade Easy ‘}

Time Just over one hour

Start & Finish Turn off Kesh — Belleek A47 road about 8km from
Belleek into Castle Caldwell Forest. Turn is well signposted. Pass
between support walls of old railway bridge, then turn left and
later left again into car park (GR H 014604).

Terrain Easy grade walk, mostly paths, but short distance forest
road. The paths are generally well surfaced and the going is
mostly level. Ordinary footwear is adequate. Some of the shorter
walks in the vicinity of the castle would be suitable for wheel-chair
users.

Maps O.S.N.Il. Fermanagh Lakeland — Lower Lough Erne —
1:25000 scale. Also Discoverer Series, Sheet 17 — Lower Lough
Erne — 1:50000 scale.

Facilities Car parking. Refreshments available in Belleek village —
approximately 8km away.































































































































